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By Ronald Kessler judging an officer’s ability by the num- 

washington post stilt writer ber of arrests he makes. 

A former D.C. police intelligence Some of Binsted’s Activities were re- 
unit officer said this week he was as- ported by The Washington Post , in p 

signed to investigate the women’s lib- 1973. In a recent interview in his Cabin " 

eration movement to determine if it John. home, Binsted, now a private de- 

was under the influence of Socialists. tective, revealed details of other sur- 

Jim D. Binsted, who was detailed to yelllances he conducted while in. the 

the intelligence unit for four months intelligence unit, 
in 1970, said he had his wife infiltrate Binsted made the disclosures after 

local feminist groups and make reports The Post quoted an informed source 

that he dictated to the police. this week as saying the ihtelligence 

The police had particular interest, unit kept files on the personal lives mf 

Binsted said, in the activities and be- antiwar activists and local politicans. 
liefs of Tina Hobson, who was a leader The files, the source said^ contained ini- 
of the local liberation movement and. formation on political beUefS,d sexual 
was trying to get a bill passed by Con- activities, and drug use. 
gress to give equal rights to women. Assistant Police' Chief Theodore R. 

Binsted said the police wanted to Zanders subsequently confirmed that 

show that Mrs. Hobson was under So- files were kept on political figures but 

ciaiist influence to prove that her hus- denied they included information on 

band, Julius Hobson Sr., was a Social- drug use or sex activities. He later said 

1st. the files, which have since been shred- 

Julius Hobson was then a former ded, were on persons who later be- 
ll. C. sciiool board member who was an came politicans. V . «■ 

antiwar and civil rights leader, He is Zanders did hot return telephone 
now an at-large member of the D.C. calls from a reporter yesterday. Other 
City Council. high police officials, informed of Bin- 

The assignment to probe women’s stead’s allegations, had no comment, 
liberation was one of a number that Binsted said that while in the intelli- 



Dorie and Jim Binstead tell of undercover work at their Cabin John home. 

police and intelligence agencies to an 
undisclosed, central location. 

At first, Binsted said, the police ap-. 
peared to have a particular interest in 



Binsted said he carried out as an un- 
dercover intelligence officer. 

Binsted, 33, said he left the police 
department in 1972 after a four-year 
career because of dissatisfaction with 
what he said was a police policy of 



gence unit, he dressed in hippie 
clothes, carried no police identifica- 
tion, and recieved assignments and 
made reports only by mail or over a 
telephone number that was not part of 
the police exchange. ' 



Those who answered the telphone, 
he said, did hot identify themselves. 
Binsted said he was told by his superi- 
ors that the information was being 
funneled along with data from other 





what Be called politicians and celebri- 
ties. i 

His first assignment, he said, was to 
monitor a talk by Sargent Shriver at a 
closed meeting of VISTA/volunteers. 
Shriver was then chairman of a com- 
mittee formed to help elect Democrats 
to Congress. 

But Binsted said he raised objec- 
tions to such activities and once asked 
his anonymous assigning officer if 
Binsted'was. supposed to be part of the 
Gestapo. ‘‘I was considered a rene- 
gade,” he sflid. 

As a result, he said, he was assigned 
to less; controversial areas that in- 
cluded following antiwar leaders, infil- 
trating the women’s liberation move- 
ment, and sitting in on classes at uni- 
versities. ; 

Binsted said he was never asked to 
report On sexual activities or drug use. 
However, he said he was told by other 
police personnel at the time that oth- 
ers in the jiitelligence unit were con- 
centrating oh reporting homosexual ac- 
tivities and drug use by those under 
surveillance. 

Binsted said he made dozens of re- 
ports on the women’s liberation move- 
ment. Although he attended some 
meetings where liberation leaders 
spoke, much of. the material was pro- 
vided by Binsted’s wife, Dorie, he said. 

Binsted was told his wife would be 




paid for her work, but she never was, 
he said. , . 

Mrs. Binstead said she joined a wom- 
en’s group at George Washington Uni- 
versity and found some of its leaders 
were also members of a Socialist 
group. ; ’ ■ • , ‘ 

Referring to Mrs. Hobson, Binsted 
said, “They really wanted to get on 
her. They were trying to involve her in 
socialist groups to show that he was (a 
1 Socialist).” ' • 

"They really didn’t like Hobson,” 
Binsted added. “Whenever he was 
speaking publicly, they wanted us. to 
be there. He was against the war, and 
he was pushing for black identity,” he 
said. 

Mrs. Binsted said her instructions, 
were to find out “what she (Mrs. 
Hobson) says and who she hangs 
around with and what does she think.” 
Mrs. Binsted said she found that 
Mrs. Hobson wanted ..to improve wom- 
en’s jobs in the federal government if 
they had the required skills. She said 
Mrs. Hobson also advocated more gov- 
ernment aid to day care centers. . - , 
Mrs. Hobson, now a project manager 
in the Federal Energy Administration 
said Friday she and her husband often 
joked about the possibility they were 
being watched by the government But 
she said she never had any evidence of 
it. 

> See POLICE, B2, Col. 5 - ■ 



Ex-Officer Infiltrated I). C. Women’s Movement 

POLICE, From B1 Democratic National Convention Hob- Jane Fonda, Abbie Hoffman, and Jerry 

At the time of the surveillance, she son said he took the $200 the FBI of - Rubin, 
said, she was trying to marshal sup- fered but never reported anything or “When they were in town,” he said, 
port for* a congressional bill that would had any contact with the bureau dur- ,^ the pollce ) wanted to know where 
provide women with equal rights. ing the Atlantic City, N.J., convention. doing^^ 6 staying and what they were 

Mrs. Hobson said no one was ex- Binstead said he was told to tape re- Binsted said he often informed the 
eluded from the liberation movement, cord a speech to be given by Shriver, police 0 f potential violence ™d “ v 
H they were Republicans, that was former U.S. ambassador to France, to information he obtained when he infil- 
fine; if they were Socialists, that was find out if he made any “anti-adminis- trated the antiwar movement. On the 
fine,, too, she said. tration comments.” • bais of this, he said, the police should 

Hobson has said^he was asked by the Binsted said he trailed such antiwar have been able to determine whether 
FBI to a ct as an ‘informant at the 1964 leaders as Rennie Davis, Tom Hayden, to keep officers working overtime. 




